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Of the 258 million international migrants, approximately 11 percent of them were below 24 years of 
age in 2017.  Young people comprise a significant portion of annual migration movements. Despite 1

common misconceptions, young people are also often the most politically engaged and well-informed 
demographic in any given country. We have a unique understanding of our own experiences, and as 
a result, we know how to construct policies that will directly assist us and our local communities. We 
possess the innovative solutions, and the critical knowledge of science and technology, for addressing 
international migration today and for the future. 

In addition, the right to meaningful youth engagement is enshrined in the Declaration of the Rights of 
the Child and other UN compacts. It is our right that we are heard and included. More than two 
hundred youth from around the world have gathered at the Youth Forum to realize that right, and fulfill 
our responsibility to young migrants everywhere.  

At the heart of the Global Compact is a global partnership to address migration in all dimensions, and 
for all stakeholders. Yet, with youth comprising 11 percent of all international migrants, this begs the 
question: What is the state, and proportion, of youth engagement as it stands? No official commitment 
has been made in the Global Compact process that dedicates resources specifically for youth 
engagement. With a shrinking space for civil society actors – including youth – around the world 
today, it is crucial that an official platform and resources for youth are provided to ensure collective 
public ownership of the Global Compact’s success.

After two days together, building on the work of a constituency of youth from around the world and our 
official partners, UNICEF and IOM, we have arrived at a detailed set of policy recommendations. They 
can be summarized as three calls for action: 

1. Engage with us: Provide UNMGCY with a guaranteed seat at the table, at all levels in the 
implementation, follow-up, and review (iFUR) process of the Global Compact. 

1. An official platform for UNMGCY in the Global Forum on Migration and Development 
(GFMD), including at the Mayoral Mechanism; 

2. Youth Forum as a fixed, official, funded part of International Migration Review Forum; 
3. An official platform for UNMGCY in the UN Migration Network, to be involved and 

serve as a decision-maker in the formation and execution of the network; and 
4. An official platform at regional, national, and local levels of implementation. 

2. Invest in us: Fund UNMGCY to enable youth to be engaged at all of the aforementioned 
platforms. Since 1992, we have consulted with est. 1 billion youth from over 7,000 children 
and youth entities working in 176 countries around the world.  

3. Count us in: Collect data on migrants disaggregated by age, to know the number of youth 
impacted, and what kind of policies we need. As part of this, a chapter should be created to 
explicitly address youth in future reports on international migration. 

In return, we are committed to implementing the Global Compact – to leveraging our networks to 
bring new innovative solutions to the table; to contributing to the global knowledge platform through 
the collection of evidence, practices and initiatives for youth migrants; to using our voices to combat 
and prevent xenophobia and discrimination in our schools and workplaces; and to ensuring that the 
least privileged, most marginalised young people are included in our organisations. 
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