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Youth engagement and participation in global migration
governance is extremely important, especially during these
challenging times we are living in now. 

As the largest youth generation in history, 1.9 billions, and making
up ~32% of international migrants (under the age of 30), we need to
be taken into account. The youth perspective is needed more than
ever before especially in the GFMD process when discussing the
future of human mobility, as many of them have been at the front
face of this crisis - implementing powering and supporting young
people on the move.
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The annual Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD)
summit is a state-led, informal, and non-binding process which
helps shape the global debate on migration and development.
Since 2007, the GFMD has gradually evolved from a government-
only process into a multi-stakeholder mechanism bringing
together national governments, civil society, the private sector,
cities, local/regional governments. Recently, the GFMD has opened
its doors to youth representatives - first through the GFMD Civil
Society Mechanism a few years back, and then in 2019 in a
structured way across all mechanisms and spaces.hrough the UN
Major Group for Children and Youth (UNMGCY).

We want youth to have their voices heard.



Through the UN Major Group for Children and Youth (UNMGCY),
youth have been actively engaged in the GFMD, since 2018, where
the first Migration Youth Forum was organized in partnership with
IOM and UNICEF, and held in conjunction with the
Intergovernmental Conference on the Global Compact for
Migration where the Youth Forum served as a space to promote
policies reflecting the priorities and needs of young people. Youth
also participated formally in the GFMD through the civil society
mechanism and addressed the Marrakesh Summit. The second
Youth Forum was held in conjunction with the most important
migration-related event of the year 2019-2020 - the GFMD Summit
in Quito. The space served to promote peer-to-peer learning, as
well as to prepare action plans for the year ahead. 

This year, youth will sit at the same table as governments,
mayors, business leaders, and civil society stakeholders to
discuss common migration policy priorities and actions at the
GFMD. That's why we are preparing the third edition of the
Migration Youth Forum.

Who will be at the Youth Forum?  

70 young people, including young migrants and refugees,
representatives of  civil society organizations led by or working for
youth, researchers, entrepreneurs, professionals, volunteers,
activists, leaders - all under the age of 31 and strongly committed to
working with and for migrants in their communities. 

We aim for a balanced representation and an inclusive and diverse
Forum when it comes to gender, age, socio-economic background,
culture, religion, ethnicity and geography. The Youth Forum will be
a peer-to-peer space to learn about the importance of the GFMD
and how to contribute to it effectively, as well as provide a solid
network of support during the days of the Summit. The Migration
Youth Forum will be held right before the XIII Global Forum on
Migration and Development (GFMD) Summit. 

The Forum will also identify action-oriented solutions coupled with
already existing successful initiatives addressing migration and
development, which can be suggested for replicating and scaling
through partnerships with governments, civil society, and other
stakeholders.



Youth participants will come together to consolidate the youth
perspective on the six thematic areas selected by the Chair,
focusing on identifying key priority areas and examples of concrete
solutions with a strong success track-record that can be presented
to the GFMD Summit as proposals for partnerships.

Capacity-building and mobilization

Our main objectives are:

Preparation for the GFMD Forum

Youth will participate in advanced skills-building workshops to
strengthen their ability to mobilize their communities back home,
and will work on defining detailed action-oriented agendas
together to be implemented in the year ahead.

Advancing knowledge 
Support deeper understanding of migration issues and in the six
thematic areas that have been identified as priorities for 2020 and
provide young people a platform for dialogue to create an evidence
base for best practices through the assessment of existing
knowledge, generating new knowledge, identification of emerging
issues.

youth under 31 years
have demonstrated passion and/or first-hand experience in
migration and development issues as well as a strong track
record of impact in their engagement (research, activism,
entrepreneurship, volunteering, etc. )
willing to commit to all activities undertaken at the Youth
Forum, as well as all preparatory activities  
willing to implement the action plans in their community

The deadline for applications is the 30th of September 2020.

Are you eligible to apply to the Youth Forum? 

More information here: www.unmgcy.org/gfmdyouthforum

http://www.unmgcy.org/gfmdyouthforum

